The Soviet Union will continue 
with all perseverance its struggle 
for a just and durable peace in 
the Middle East whereby the 
Palestinian people, under the 
leadership of its militant vanguard 
and sole legitimate 
representative—the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation—can ex- 
ercise its inalienable right of self- 
determination and create its own 
State. 


From a message of the CPS| 
Central Committee and the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet to Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
Yasser Arafat 


November 29, 1982 


Frequent meetings and talks between Soviet 
and Palestinian leaders help strengthen Soviet- 
Palestinian friendship. Photo: A friendly meet- 
ing between General Secretary of the CPSU 
Central Committee Yuri Andropoy and PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat in the Kremlin, Moscow, 
January 12, 1983. 
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A TRAGEDY WHICH MUST 
BE ENDED 


Genuine patriotsm always inspires respect in 
those who have Jove for their own land For 
Soviet people. patnots and internationalists, 
attachment to one’s homeland. a deep feeling 
of having a homeland of one’s own, 15 a sign 
of sinvernty and thoughtfulness in a person, 
and evokes a sympathetic response. 

The Soviet people. who expenenced the hor- 
rors of the war against the Nazi invaders. 
and who fost 20 million fellow citizens in that 
war. share the feelings of the Palestinians. 
who have been robbed of their 
FATHERLAND., bathed 1n the sweat of 
their ancestors and now trodden by the boots 
of the Israel invaders. 

What the more than four-million-strong Arab 
people of Palestine ts experiencing ts a real 
tragedy, a tragedy lasting many years. unend- 
ing and ever growing. There ts already a 
generauon of Palestinians who have never 
seen the citrus gardens and groves of Jencho 
and the holy places of Jerusalem. But it has 
become the ditficult but noble mission of this 
generation to assert the legitimate national 
rights of the Arab people of Palestine, includ- 
ing the mght to self-determination and the 
establishment of their own state. To this day 
this right is denied to them by the Zionists 
and their accomplices in Washington, who 
contend that the Palestinians as such do not 
exust and that. moreover, with the establish- 
ment of Israel the word “Palestine” disap- 
peared from the geographical and polincal 
vocabulares. This mendactous and chauvinist 
approach has nothing in common with the 
real state of affairs. 


Last year was the 35th anniversary of the 
adoption by the United Nations of a decision 


providing for the establishment on the former 
mandated territory of Palestine of two so- 
vereign states ~an Arab one and a Jewish 
one. This decision has never been annulled. 
nor has anvone the right to annul it. Last 
year was also the 3Sth anniversary of the 
beginning of the struggle of the Arab people 
of Palestine for the establishment of their 
own state. It 1s only through the fault of the 
imperialists and Zionists that this state has 
not been established to this day. The 
Zionists, aided by LS imperialism. evicted 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from 
their land and launched a policy of veritable 
genocide whose bloody symbols were the 
massacres of defenceless old people. women 
and children perpetrated in the course of all 
these years—from Deir Yassin in 1948 to 
Sabra and Shatila in 1982. But the 
Palestimans have not been broken. The 
Palestinians fight on. The Palestinians will 
win! 

The just cause of the Palestimans is gaining 
growing support tn the world. The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, recognized by the 
world community as the sole lawful rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian people. 1s enjoy- 
ing ever greater respect and authonty. More 
and more states, politicians and public figures 
believe that the solution of the Palestine 
problem on a just basis 1s the principal con- 
dition for normalisation of the situation in 
the Middle East. for the elimination there of 
a very dangerous seat of international] ten- 
sion. The voice of the international public 
demanding an end to the tragedy of the Arab 
people of Palestine rings out ever louder. 
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The United States, which 
arms and provides financial 
support for Zionist soldiers 
(some of them are shown in 
photo on bottom right), 
must bear full responsibitity 
for the crimes committed by 
the Israeli barbarians, 
particularly for the 
massacre in the Palestinian 
camps of Sabra and Shatila 
(left). 
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led by their tested 
vanguard—the Palesune 


Liberation Organisation 
headed by Yasser Arafat— 


continue their struggte. The 


Soviet people are confident 
that the Palestinians will 
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INVARIABLE SUPPORT FOR 
THE RIGHTFUL CAUSE OF 
THE PALESTINIANS 


This expresses in brief the Soviet Union's 
principled position on the Palestine question. 
Its policy of giving every possible support to 
the just cause of the Palestinians and their 
right to the establishment of their own state 


At the friendly meeting between Yuri Andropov and other 
Soviet leaders and a PLO delegation headed by \ asser 
Arafat on January 12, 1983, it was once again stated that 
the USSR would continue to support the Palestinian people's 
struggle for their inalienable rights. 


has been repedtedly reaffirmed at congresses 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
and in all Soviet official documents connected 
with the problem of a Middle East settle- 
ment. The Soviet Union holds that THERE 
CAN BE NO MIDDLE EAST 
SETTLEMENT WITHOUT THE 

SOLL TION OF THE PALESTINE 
PROBLEM, WHICH REQUIRES THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THE PALESTINE 
LIBERATION ORGANISATION, THE 
SOLE LAWFUL REPRESENTATIN E OF 
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE. 

The moral, political, economic and other 
support given by the USSR to the Arab 
people of Palestine is extensive and varied. It 
has been rendered 1n the course of many 
years and on a growing scale. This support is 
felt by the Palestinian representatives at the 
Lmited Nations and at other international 
organisations, by the Palestinians studying in 
Soviet higher, secondary and military edu- 
cational establishments, by the Palestinian 
women and children who know that the 
Soviet people are their friends and are always 
ready to help them with food, clothing and 
medicines, and by the combatants of the 
armed units of the Palestunian resistance 
movement, for they fight with Soviet-made 
weapons. 

A spirit of genuine friendship characterises 
the relations between the Soviet and 
Palestiman peoples and their leaders. This 
friendship 1s neither accidental nor superfi- 
cial. It rests not on transient interests, but on 
a mutual striving to assert the elementary 
rights of peoples to independence and 
national and social emancipation. 

An important contribution to the strengthen- 
ing of Soviet-Palestinian friendship is made 
by meetings and talks between Soviet and 
Palestinian leaders, which have become a 
good tradition. 

The principled policy of the USSR and the 
PLO of promoting friendship and cooper- 
ation was again reaffirmed in the course of 


the friendly meeting between Yuri Andropov, 
General Secretary of the CPSU Central 
Committee, and a PLO delegation led by 
Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the PLO 
Executive Committee, which took place on 
January 12, 1983. The joint Soviet-Palestinian 
communique noted: “The Soviet side has 
stated that the USSR will in the future 
continue firmly to support the struggle of the 
Palestinian people to assert its inalienable 
national nghts, to establish a just peace in 
the Middle East.” For his part, Yasser Arafat 
expressed. on behalf of the Palestinian people 
and the PLO leadership, “deep gratitude to 
the Soviet Umon for its unselfish support, 
which is an important factor in the struggle 
of Palestinian patriots against the Israel 
aggressor”. 


THE SOVIET PROGRAMME 
FOR A JUST PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST 


The USSR holds that a just and stable peace 
in the Middle East can and must be based on 
the following principles, which conform to 
both universal standards of international law 
and the concrete decisions of the UN Security 
Council and General Assembly on this 
problem. 


1 


The principle of the inadmis- 
sibility of the seizure of other 
people’s land by means of aggres- 
sion must be strictly observed. 
This means that all territories oc- 
cupied by Israel since 1967—the 
Golan Heights, the West Bank of 
the Jordan, the Gaza Strip, and 
Lebanese lands—must be returned 
to the Arabs. The borders be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours must be declared inviolable. 


2 


The inalienable right of the Arab 
people of Palestine to self- 
determination and the creation of 
their own independent state on 
Palestinian lands freed from 
Israeli occupation—on the West 
Bank of the Jordan and in the 
Gaza Strip—must be ensured in 


practice. The Palestinian refugees 
must be given the opportunity, 
envisaged by decisions of the 
United Nations, of returning to 
their homes or receiving approp- 
riate compensation for the pro- 
perty left behind by them. 


3 


The eastern part of Jerusalem, 
which was occupied by Israel in 
1967 and is the site of one of the 
main Muslim sacred places, must 
be returned to the Arabs and 
become an inalienable part of the 
Palestinian state. The freedom of 
access of believers to the revered 
places of the three religions must 
be ensured throughout Jerusalem. 
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The right of all states of the 
region to safe and independent 
existence and development must 
be ensured—naturally, on the 
basis of complete reciprocity, for 
it is impossible to ensure the se- 
curity of some peoples by tramp- 
ling underfoot that of others. 


5 


The state of war must be termi- 
nated and peace established be- 


tween the Arab states and Israel. 
This means that all the sides in 
the conflict, including Israel and 
the Palestinian state, must assume 
an obligation to respect each 
other’s sovereignty, independence 
and territorial integrity and to 
solve disputes by peaceful means, 
through negotiations. 


6 


International guarantees of the 
settlement must be worked out 
and adopted. The role of guaran- 
tor could be assumed by the per- 
manent members of the UN 
Security Council or by the 
Security Council as a whole. 


Naturally, such an all-embracing. truly just 
and really lasting settlement can be worked 
out and implemented only through the col- 
lective efforts of all interested sides, which 
must unfailingly include the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, the sole lawful rep- 
resentative of the Arab people of Palestine. 
This 1s precisely the settlement envisaged by 
the Soviet proposal on convening an inter- 
national conference on the Middle East, 
which has received wide international 


support. 


It should be noted that the Soviet programme 


for a just peace in the Middle East has been 
welcomed in the Arab world. On December 
3, 1982. in Moscow Yuri Andropov and 
other Soviet leaders met an Arab delegation 
representing the Committee of Seven set up 
at the 12th conference of the heads of state 
and government of Arab countries in Fez to 
promote contacts with the permanent mem- 
bers of the UN Security Council (the dele- 


gation included King Hussein Ibn Talal of 
Jordan, Deputy Chairman of the Council of 
Ministers and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Syna Abdel Halim Khaddam, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia Saoud Ibn 
Faysal. State Minister for Foreign Affairs of 
Morocco M. Ahmed Boucetta, Minster of 
Foreign Affairs of Jordan Marwan al- 
Qassem, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Tunisia Bedi Caid es-Sebsi, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Algeria Ahmed Taleb 
Ibrahimi, member of the Executive 
Committee of the PLO M. Abbas, and 
General Secretary of the Arab League Sh. 
Klibi). At the meeting it was noted with 
satisfaction that the Soviet Union's approach 
to the problem of a comprehensive settlement 
in the Middle East was VIRTUALLY 
IDENTICAL with the principles of such a 
settlement endorsed by the conference in Fez. 
It should also be noted that the Soviet pro- 
gramme for a just peace in the Middle East 
also met with approval at the 16th session of 
the Palestine National Council held tn 
February 1983. The political resolution 
adopted at that session pointed out, among 
other things, that the Palestine National 
Council thought highly of and supported the 
Soviet proposals on a Middle East settlement. 
All this provides solid ground for wide- 
ranging well-coordinated actions that will go 
a long way towards a genuine peace in this 
part of the world. 


FRIENDS FOR BETTER AND 
FOR WORSE 


A friend in need 1s a friend indeed, as the 
saying goes. A loyal friend of the Arab 
people of Palestine. the Soviet Union, in their 
most trying days did everything it could to 
help the Palestinian patriots. A good example 
of this is the stand taken by the Soviet Lion 
on Israel's plunder in Lebanon. 

Immediately when Israel invaded Lebanon, 
the Soviet Union denounced the action as 
criminal. The TASS Statement of June 8 and 
the Soviet Government’s Statement of June 
15, 1982, said that Tel Aviv had embarked 
upon a criminal path of genocide in an at- 
tempt to put a bloody end to the struggle of 
the Palestinian people for their freedom and 
independence. The statements pointed to 
Washington's complicity in the Israeli aggres- 
sion and stressed that Israel's attack on a 
sovereign Arab nation was the product of the 
“strategic cooperation” between the US and 
Israel and also of the Camp David policy of 
separate deals. The Soviet Union demanded 
that the aggressor withdraw its troops to its 
own territory, [t also insisted that urgent 
measures be taken to end the aggression in 
line with the relevant decisions of the UN 
Security Council. In one of its messages to 
the US President the Soviet government said 
that the tragedy of Lebanon would always 
remain an tndelible stain on the conscience of 
those who could have stopped the aggression 
but did not do so. 

The Israeli military, however, with 
Washington's blessing, captured West Beirut, 
after the Palestinian soldiers had already left 
the city, and engineered a bloodbath which 
sent shudders through the whole world. The 
Soviet Union condemned these barbarous 
actions of the Zionist aggressor and proposed 
that THE POWERS OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL, VESTED IN IT UNDER THE 


UN CHARTER, BE EXERCISED IN FULL 
IN ORDER TO CURB THE AGGRESSOR, 
INCLUDING THE USE OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS EMERGENCY FORCE AND 
SANCTIONS PROVIDED FOR BY THE 
SAVIE CHARTER. 


Had it not been for these strongly worded 
statements of the Soviet Union against 
Israel's aggression and in support of a po- 
litical settlement of the crisis, the situation in 
the Middle East would, undoubtedly, be stil 
more critical and explosive. The Soviet 
Lmon’s firm stand made it still more abund- 
antly clear to the whole world that no stable 
and just Middle East settlement can be 
achieved by overt or covert connivance with 
the aggressor and by separate deals and 
machinations. 

The Soviet Union's efforts to halt Israeli 
aggression, to support those who took up 
arms to repulse 1, are well thought of by the 
Arab world and by the Palestinian patriots. 
In his message to the Soviet leaders, Yasser 
Arafat wrote that the Soviet Union is render- 
ing this support in conditions which are very 
complicated for both the Palestinian revo- 
lution and the Palestiman nation. “Our 
people.” he went on, “who are continuing 
their struggle. shall never forget this 
assistance..." 

Israel's brazen aggression in Lebanon set off 
a storm of public indignation throughout the 
Soviet Union where people protested against 
the barbarity of the Israel occupationists and 
against the hypocrisy of their protectors in 
Washington. The Soviet people followed up 
their words with deeds. At the most difficult 
time for the defenders of West Beirut. the 
All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions, 
acting in accordance with the desire of all its 
130 million members, sent a large consign- 
ment of medicines to the soldiers of the 
Palestine resistance movement. Guided by 
the principles of international solidarity with 
the Palestinian people suffering at the hands 
of the [sraeli aggressors, the Soviet Red 
Cross Society, the Soviet Peace Fund and the 
Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, sent 
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The Soviet Union has Soviet hospital (photo on 


rendered and continues to nght), also knows that. 
render all-round assistance Soviet doctors have treated 
and support to the many other wounded 


Pulesonan patriots. One of — Palestinians. 
the defenders of West 

Beirut (see photo on left) 

knows about that. Ismail 

Musa, a Palestiman soldier 

who had been wounded and 

who was later treated at a 
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In the summer of 1982 more 
than 100 Palestinian 
children came to the Artek 
Soviet Young Pioneer 
camp. They do not 

want to live behind barbed 
wire like their little com- 
patriot (top left) who has 
become a victim of the 


policy of genocide unleashed 
by the Israeli barbarians. 
These children want to and 
should live in their native 
jand—in Palestine. 
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a medical team to Syma in the autumn of 
1982. At the same time the Soviet Red Cross 
Society and the Ministry of Health of the 
USSR had a group of wounded Palestinians 
come to the Soviet L mon for treat- 

ment. A warm welcome was extended in the 
Soviet Union to a group of Palestinian child- 
ren and young people who went there to take 
a rest. 

It would be no exaggeration to say that ALL 
SOVIET PEOPLE support the nghtful cause 
of the Arab people of Palestine. Solidarity 
with the Palestinian patriots has been voiced 
by such large organisations in the USSR as 
the All-Union Central Council of Trade 
Unions, the Soviet Women’s Committee, the 
Committee of Youth Organisations of the 
USSR, the Soviet Atro-Asian Solidarity 
Committee, and others. An important contri- 
bution to the development of Soviet- 
Palestinian relations and to the expansion of 
the movement of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people has been made by the 
Committee of Fnendship and Solidarity with 
the Arab People of Palestine. On the initia - 
tive of this committee (of which scientists and 
cultural figures, workers, office employees 
and students are members), numerous meet- 
ings of solidarity with the Palestinian pat- 
riots, public lectures, film shows and ex- 
hibitions are held. We would like to emphas- 
ise that such actions are just a small drop in 
the ocean of the much wider movement of 
the Soviet people in support of the just 
struggle of the Palestinians. 

The movement of solidarity with the 
Palestinian patriots 1s growing to truly 
nationwide proportions. Thousands of letters 
and telegrams are sent to the Soviet 
Committee of Friendship and Solidarity with 
the Arab People of Palestine, other public 
organisations, the offices of newspapers and 
magazines from workers. office employees, 
school pupils and college students, from 
Soviet soldiers and pensioners. This is what 
they write: 


“We workers and office employees at the 
machine-building plant in Mytishchi, together 
with all Soviet people, admire the heroism and 
courage of the soldiers of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in their struggle 
against Israeli aggression in Lebanon. It is no 
evapgeration to say that the Palestinian pat-° 
riots, all those who defended Lebanon and 
West Beirut, have written one of the most 
glorious pages in the history of the Arab 
national liberation movement...” 


(Excerpt from a letter to 
the newspaper 7 rud, 
September 1982) 


“As a veteran of the Great Patriotic War I 
feel very keenly about the sorrows and suffer- 
ings of the Palestinian people. I saw for myself 
the brutality of the Nazi invaders. It makes 
one shudder to read newspaper reports of the 
Zionists mercilessly killing old folk, women 
and children, exterminating the whole 
Palestinian nation in cold blood. I firmly be- 
lieve that the acts of genocide and vandalism 
committed by the Israeli soldiers in Lebanon, 
particularly the massacres at the Palestinian 
camps of Sabra and Shatila, the imprisonment 
of thousands of Palestinians and Lebanese in 
Nazi-style camps where their captors refuse to 
treat them as POWs, are no different from the 
crimes committed by the Nazis during the 
Second World War.” 


S Morozov, pensioner 
from the town of Shakhty 
(excerpt from his letter to 
the Soviet Committee of 
Friendship and Solidarity 
with the Arab People of 
Palestine) 


“It is high time Washington abandoned its 
fruitless attempts to impose upon the Arabs its 
separate deals , including the so-called Reagan 
plan aimed at preventing the creation of a 
Palestinian state and at keeping the PLO out 
of a Middle East settlement... 


“We are convinced that the responsibility for 
the crimes committed by the Israeli barbarians 
in Lebanon should be shared in full by the 
United States, which is arming and financing 
the aggressor and providing political cover for 
Reig 


(Excerpt from a letter sent 
by a group of students 
Arab studies at the 


Institute of Asian and 
African Countries at 
Moscow University to the 


newspaper Pravda) 


There are many more such letters and tele- 
grams whose authors express their admiration 
for the heroism of the Palestinian patriots, 
their sincere feelings of solidarity with them, 
their belief and conviction that the 
Palestinian people, who are fighting for their 
rightful cause, are invincible, that their self- 
less struggle will be crowned with success, 
and that the Arab people of Palestine will 
regain their homeland. The Soviet Union, all 
Soviet people always support the heroic 
Palestinian people in this struggle. 
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The Soviet Union will continue 
with all perseverance its struggle 
for a just and durable peace in 
the Middle East whereby the 
Palestinian people, under the 
leadership of its militant vanguard 
and sole legitimate 
representative—the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation—can ex- 
ercise its inalienable right of self- 
determination and create its own 
stale. 


From a message of the CPSI 
Central Committee and the 
Presidium of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet to Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 


Yasser Arafat 


November 29. 1982 


rHE SOVIET UNION WILL CONTINUE 
WITH ALL PERSEVERANCE ITS STRUGGLE 
FOR A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST WHEREBY THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE, UNDER THE 
LEADERSHIP OF ITS MILITANT 
VANGUARD AND SOLE LEGITIMATE 
REPRESENTATIVE—THE PALESTINE 
LIBERATION ORGANISATION—CAN 
EXERCISE ITS INALIENABLE RIGHT OF 
SELF-DETERMINATION AND CREATE ITS 
OWN STATE. 


From a message of the CPSU Central 
Committee and the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet to Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation Yasser Arafat 
November 29, 1982 
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